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DRIVING “HIGH” 
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MARIJUANA IN AMERICA 

 Legal  for  medical  use  
in  23 states  and 
Washington,  D.C . ,  
and fu l l  legal izat ion 
heading to  the  bal lot  
in  A laska and 
Oregon.  
 

 
 NY passed medical  

mar i juana,  non 
smoke-able  forms 
June 2014 but  can be 
consumed in  edib les ,  
t inctures ,  and p i l ls  or  
inhale  the  drug us ing  
vapor izers .  

 
 



Focus on youth use and access ages 12-25 
 

Adolescent Marijuana Use and Access  
 Heal th  (phys ica l ,  psyc ho log ica l  and  soc ia l )  impacts  
 Educat ion  &  Career  impacts   

 
 

 
Marijuana related public safety issues pertaining to youth: 
 Tra f f i c  sa fety  i ssues  ( Inc rease  DRE’s ,  i nc lude  DUID  language  in  sc hoo l  based  d r i v ing  

campaigns ,  equ ip  law  enforcement  w i th  e f f i c ient  re l iab le  d rug  tes t ing  equ ipment  and  
mater ia l s  that  w i l l  make  a  DUID  conv ic t ion  poss ib le )  

 Neighborhoods  (Address  d i spensar ies  near  youth  sens i t i ve  locat ions ,  BHO labs )   
 Emerg ing  t rends  (Vap ing ,  On l ine  ava i lab i l i ty  &   h igher  potency  p roducts ,  concent ra tes  

ed ib les )  
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MPI FOCUS 



 
 
 

    

THC & DRIVING 



► Severe driving impairment is observed with high doses,       

    chronic use, and in combination with low doses of alcohol. 

 
►  Driving under the influence of THC is associated with: 
 
 Impaired time and distance estimation  
 Increased reaction times 
 Lack of motor coordination 
 Decreased car handling performance 
 Inability to maintain headway  
 Increased lateral travel (weaving out of one’s lane) 
 Subjective sleepiness 

 
Source :  Couper  and Logan,  2004 
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DRIVING HIGH DOES NOT MAKE 
YOU A SAFER DRIVER! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Points to Discuss:
So, how does marijuana use affect driving?
First, it is important to note that marijuana use primarily affects driving when people have used it chronically or in high doses or when people have used it in combination with alcohol. 
It appears that driving under the influence of alcohol and marijuana has a different effect than just driving under the influence of marijuana or alcohol.

When people have used it in high doses, chronically, or in combination with alcohol, then it essentially decreases people’s ability to respond to situations they may encounter on the road: 
First, they can’t perceive distance well and take longer to react to what they see. When they do react to what they see, they have weakened motor coordination and are consequently less capable of handling a car. 
This lack of motor coordination may also have serious consequences because drivers under the influence of marijuana tend to tailgate more, and they would need better motor coordination and greater reaction capabilities to respond quickly to problems.
Even if they do not encounter any situations on the road, drivers under the influence of marijuana are still at risk of harming themselves. They have trouble maintaining distance and tend to drive sideways more than straight. 
Marijuana also makes people more subject to sleepiness, which may result in fatigued driving.  



 
 

Preventing high driver’s from getting in the 
vehicle before a collision occurs 
 
Equip Law Enforcement with the proper tools 

to get drug impaired drivers off the roadways, 
before a collision happens. 
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PREVENTING ACCIDENTS 



 
It is difficult to determine the prevalence of drugged 
driving for many reasons.  
  
 Public awareness about the issue is low 

 
 Judging impairment from THC is dif ficult. (stays in the system 

longer than most drugs)  
 

 Prosecutions for drugged driving cases; when an accident has not 
occurred rely heavily on field sobriety tests and the ability to judge 
impairment by few drug recognition experts or DRE’s. 
 

 Failure to accurately document cases of drugged driving, when 
alcohol is involved.  
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DRIVING HIGH-BARRIERS 



 In a recent study of 23,500 drivers from six dif ferent states 
including California, drugged driving accounted for more than 28 
percent of traf fic deaths in 2010, up from more than 16 percent in 
1999.  
 

 Marijuana was the primary  drug involved in the increase. It  is 
important to note that five out of the six states surveyed have 
medical marijuana policies in place.  
 

 In Washington state, drivers testing positive for marijuana 
increased significantly since legalization took place in January 
2013. Within the first six months, 745 drivers stopped by police 
tested positive for THC in their blood. In prior years, 1 ,000 drivers 
tested positive for THC on an annual basis according to the 
Washington State Patrol.   

 
S o u r c e  -  Tr e n d s  i n  A l c o h o l  a n d  O t h e r  D r u g s  D e t e c t e d  i n  F a t a l l y  I n j u r e d  D r i v e r s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  1 9 9 9 –
2 0 1 0  
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WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT DUID 



 
 

Researchers analyzed data from an ongoing study of 315 students at two 
large state universit ies in Wisconsin and Washington. 

 
 44 percent of col lege-age men reported driving while stoned during the 

previous month, compared with only 12 percent who said they drove 
af ter drinking. 
 

 College women are less l ikely to drive while stoned, with only 9 percent 
getting behind the wheel af ter mari juana use. 
 

 35 percent of the women admitted to r iding with a driver who had been 
smoking pot.  About 51 percent of men had been a passenger who rode 
with a stoned driver.  
 
 
 

 
S o u r c e  -  JA M A  P e d i a t r i c s  M ay  2 01 4  –  l i n k  a t  h t t p : / / c o n s u m e r. h e a l t h d ay. c o m / k i d s - h e a l t h - i n f o r m a t i o n -
2 3 / m i s c - k i d - s - h e a l t h - n e w s - 4 3 5 / d r i v i n g - w h i l e - s to n e d - 6 877 8 0 . h t m l  
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COLLEGE AGE YOUTH STUDY 



 Recent marijuana smoking and blood THC levels of 2 to 5 ng 
per mill i l i ter are associated with substantial driving 
impairment.  According to a meta-analysis, the overall risk of 
involvement in an accident increases by a factor of about 2 
when a person drives soon after using marijuana.  

 
 
 
 
 

 In an accident culpability analysis, persons testing 
positive for THC (typical minimum level of detection, 1 ng 
per milliliter),and particularly those with higher blood 
levels, were 3 to 7 times as likely to be responsible for a 
motor-vehicle accident.  
 
S o u rc e  -  F ro m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o n  D r u g  A b u s e ,  N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e s  o f  H e a l t h ,  B e t h e s d a ,  M D .  J u n e  5 , 2 0 1 4  
H a r t m a n  R L ,  H u e s t i s  M A .  C a n n a b i s  e f f e c t s  o n  d r i v i n g  s k i l l s .  C l i n  C h e m  2 0 1 3 ;  5 9 : 4 7 8 - 9 2 .  3 8 .  R a m a e k e r s  J G  
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NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL OF MEDICINE 



 
 
 

    

CA ROADSIDE 
SURVEY 



The report summarizes the results of the first California 
Statewide Roadside Survey of Nighttime Weekend Drivers’ 
Alcohol and Drug Use. This is the first state-level survey of this 
magnitude. 
 
  A random sample of nighttime drivers was interviewed on Friday 

and Saturday nights from 10 p.m. to midnight and 1:00 a.m. to 
3:00 a.m. Data were collected on one weekend in eight 
communities and on two weekends in one community during the 
summer of 2012. 
 

  The nine communities where data were collected were Eureka ,  
San Rafael ,  and Redding  in the northern part of the state;  Fresno 
and Modesto  in the central part of the state; and Anaheim, 
Ontario ,  Chula Vista ,  and Gardena  in southern California.  
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2012 CA ROADSIDE SURVEY 



 
 1,715 drivers approached – 1,313 provided oral fluid samples 

 
 Among drivers participating in the interview, 3.7% reported 

having a medical marijuana permit and, of those, 65.8% reported 
having used the permit to purchase marijuana. Within the total 
population, 40% admitted to having at some time used marijuana.  
 

 Marijuana was the most frequently encountered drug at a 
prevalence rate of 7.4%, with 5.5% of drivers testing positive 
for marijuana alone.  
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SURVEY - MARIJUANA USE 



 
 

 14% drug positive for at least 1 drug (for OTC, RX or illicit 
that could cause impairment) 
 

 7.4% THC positive - Most Prevalent drug  
 

 2.7% illicit – positive 
 

 3.3% OTC/RX only 
 

 Synthetic marijuana was found in 5 (or 0.4%) drivers.  
 

 
 
 

Fu l l  repor t  ava i lab le  a t  www.ots .ca .gov  

14 

 2012 CA ROADSIDE SURVEY  
(OFFICE OF TRAFFIC SAFETY, OTS) 



 Driving Under the Influence (DUI) (California Vehicle 
Code §23152(a) 
 

 In California, it is illegal to operate a motor vehicle 
under the influence of any substance, lawfully 
possessed or not, if the substance used causes physical 
or mental impairment that makes a person unable to 
drive safely. 
 

Medical marijuana users must be aware that they are not 
exempt from DUI laws by reason of their medical status. 
The burden of proof relies on the arresting of ficer’s ability to 
judge impairment at the time of the incident! 

15 

CA DUI LAW 



 
 
 

    

PER SE LAWS 



 California recently 
rejected a str icter 
standard as the 
state’s Assembly 
Committee on 
Public Safety voted 
to ki l l  a bi l l  that 
would have set the 
l imit  at 2  
nanograms per 
mil l i l i ter.  
 

  In May the U.S. 
Supreme Court 
made blood test ing 
more diff icult  for 
pol ice as a warrant  
is now required.  
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U.S. PER SE LIMITS  



 
 

 What are the signs and symptoms of THC intoxication, what 
does the narrative look like?  
 

 What portions of the field sobriety check identify THC 
intoxication best? 
 

 What devices/tests best measure intoxication from THC? 
 

 What other evidence does law enforcement/DA need to support 
a DUID prosecution? 
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DETERMINE IMPAIRMENT 



 
• Marijuana impairment sets in between 1-5 nanograms 
• Active metabolite is Delta 9 THC which has the psychoactive 

properties 
• Legal l imit in WA, MT and CO is 5 nanograms 
• Test the whole blood not plasma 
• Delta 9 THC leaves the system within 1-2 hours 
• Must obtain blood sample first  

 
Horizontal  Gaze Nystagmus is  an involuntar y  je rk ing  of  the  eye  that  occurs  natural ly  
as  the  eyes  gaze  to  the  s ide  wi th  Cannabis  intox icat ion i t  i s  pronounced.  Di lated 
pupi ls ,  pulse  rate  and b lood pressure  up and b lood shot  eyes .  
The walk  and turn presents  a  problem due to  the  inst ruct ions  g iven,  h igh  dr ivers  have 
a problem with  pay ing  at tent ion and stay ing  focused.  
Drug impairment  is  mental  impairment  i t  i s  a l l  about  the  in i t ia l  inter v iew with  
of f icers .  
Ask quest ions  such as :  Where are  you coming f rom/going? Mar i juana users  suf fer  
f rom shor t  term memor y  loss .  
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TIPS FOR JUDGING IMPAIRMENT 
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DRAFT - NEW POSTCARD 
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DRAFT - BACK OF CARD 



 
 

The County medical marijuana Card Does not have a 
disclaimer on the card stating -  
 
 DO NOT drive or operate heavy machinery while 
medicated. You should preferably medicate in the 
privacy of your own home. 
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FOR YOUR INFO 



 
 Add or develop language to school based prevention campaigns 

regarding hazards of drugged driving.  
 
 Increase number of Drug Recognition Officers or DRE’s. These 

DRE’s are essential when it comes to pro-active policing and 
getting these impaired drivers off the roadways before they cause a 
coll ision. 
 

 Need for support from DA’s and Judges 
 

 Few Sherif f Department DRE’s; in the entire department of 2400 
staf f and 600 patrol deputies only 4-6 DRE’s. 
 

 DUID Forum and Media event 
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DUID - PREVENTION 



 
 

 

www.mpisdcounty.net 
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THANK YOU! 
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